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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Office  of  Vocational  and  Adult 
Education 

National  Adult  Education  Discretionary 
Program 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
action:  Notice  of  Final  Priorities  and 
Selection  Criterion  for  Fiscal  Year  1988. 

summary:  The  U.S.  Secretary  of 
Education  (Secretary)  establishes 
absolute  priorities  for  the  fiscal  year 
1988  grant  competition  under  the 
National  Adult  Education  Discretionary 
Program.  Under  the  priorities,  funds  are 
reserved  for  applied  research  and 
evaluation  projects  focusing  on 
instructional  approaches  to  adult  basic 
education.  The  Secretary  also  uses  a 
new  criterion,  evaluation  plan,  to  be 
used  in  evaluating  applications 
submitted  for  this  competition. 

EFFECTIVE  date:  These  priorities  and 
selection  criterion  take  effect  either  45 
days  after  publication  in  the  Federal 
Register  or  later  if  the  Congress  takes 
certain  adjournments.  If  you  want  to 
know  the  effective  date  of  these 
priorities  and  selection  criterion,  call  or 
write  the  Department  of  Education 
contact  person. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Richard  F.  DiCola,  National  Projects 
Branch,  Division  of  Innovation  and 
Development,  Office  of  Vocational  and 
Adult  Education  (Room  519,  Reporters 
Building),  400  Maryland  Avenue,  SW., 
Washington,  DC  20202-5518.  Telephone 
(202)  732-2359. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Program  Information 

Instructional  approaches  used  in  adult 
basic  education  programs  vary 
according  to  State  or  local  policy, 
teacher  preference,  or  student  goals. 
Instruction  may  be  offered  in  classroom 
settings,  small  group  sessions,  or  on  an 
individualized  basis.  Although  many 
adult  basic  education  programs  use 
traditional  print-based  materials,  more 
and  more  programs  are  using  various 
kinds  of  technology  ranging  from 
computer-assisted  instruction  to 
education  at  a  distance,  such  as 


instruction  via  interactive  television  or 
satellite. 

Some  instructional  approaches  to 
adult  basic  education  appear  to  work 
well  with  particular  groups  of  adults  but 
less  well  with  other  groups.  For 
example,  some  instructional  approaches 
seem  to  be  more  effective  with  urban- 
based  populations  while  others  appear 
to  work  better  with  rural  populations. 

The  effectiveness  of  other  instructional 
approaches  seems  to  vary  on  the  basis 
of  socioeconomic  factors.  Several  States 
have  taken  steps  to  determine  which 
instructional  approaches  work  best  with 
particular  types  of  adults.  In  conjunction 
with  these  efforts,  a  number  of  projects 
funded  under  section  310  of  the  Adult 
Education  Act  (State-administered 
Special  Experimental  Demonstration 
Projects  and  Teacher  Training)  have 
developed  instructional  techniques  that 
have  proven  successful  for  the  groups 
for  whom  they  were  designed.  Little 
research  has  yet  been  conducted, 
however,  on  why  a  particular  approach 
to  adult  basic  instruction  has  had 
positive  results  with  a  particular 
segment  of  the  adult  population.  Results 
of  research  projects  addressing  the 
priorities  in  this  notice  should  provide 
information  needed  for  determining 
which  adult  basic  education 
instructional  approaches  enhance 
learning  for  different  groups  of  adults. 

For  additional  information  on  projects 
funded  under  section  310,  a  fact  sheet 
has  been  included  as  part  of  the 
application  package  for  this  program. 
Also  included  in  the  application  package 
is  a  list  of  State  Directors  of  Adult 
Education,  whom  prospective  applicants 
can  contact  for  specific  information 
about  and  comments  on  section  310 
projects,  particularly  those  deemed 
suitable  for  replication. 

A  “Notice  of  Proposed  Priorities  and 
Selection  Criterion  for  Fiscal  Year  1988” 
was  published  in  the  Federal  Register  on 
April  1, 1988  (53  FR 10804]  describing  the 
proposed  priorities  and  selection 
criterion  and  requesting  public 
comment.  No  comments  were  received 
suggesting  changes  to  this  notice. 

Priorities 

In  accordance  with  34  CFR 
75.105(c)(3),  the  Secretary  establishes 
absolute  priorities  by  reserving  funds 


under  the  National  Adult  Education 
Discretionary  Program  in  fiscal  year 
1988  for  projects  that — 

(1)  Develop  and  evaluate  instructional 
approaches,  especially  those  using 
educational  technology  and  computer 
software:  or 

(2)  Replicate  projects  funded  under 
section  310  of  the  Adult  Education  Act 
using  a  research  design  that  will 
determine  which  instructional 
approaches  work  best  with  various 
groups  of  adults.  Applicants  electing  to 
replicate  section  310  projects  are 
required  to  obtain  and  submit,  along 
with  their  application,  comments  from 
the  appropriate  State  Office  of  Adult 
Education  indicating  that  the  section  310 
project  is  worthy  of  replication. 

Criteria  for  Evaluating  Applications 

The  Secretary  uses  the  selection 
criteria  in  34  CFR  431.31  (a),  (b),  (c),  (e), 
(f),  and  (g),  and,  for  this  competition 
only,  the  Secretary  also  uses  the 
following  criterion: 

Evaluation  Plan  (20  points). 

The  Secretary  reviews  each 
application  to  determine  the  quality  of 
the  evaluation  plan  for  the  project, 
including  the  extent  to  which — 

(1)  The  applicant’s  methods  of 
evaluation  are  appropriate  for  the 
project  and,  to  the  extent  possible,  are 
objective  and  produce  data  that  are 
quantifiable. 

(2)  The  applicant  provides — 

(i)  A  clear  and  specific  description  of 
the  instructional  approach,  including  the 
reasons  for  its  selection; 

(ii)  A  clear  identification  of  the 
population  groups  to  be  served  by  the 
instructional  approach,  including  size, 
characteristics,  and  methods  of 
recruitment  and  selection; 

(iii)  The  estimated  costs  per  student  of 
the  instructional  approach;  and 

(iv)  A  complete  description  of  the 
measures  and  standards  of  comparison 
to  be  used  in  evaluating  the 
effectiveness  of  the  instructional 
approach. 

(Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1207a) 

Dated:  July  5, 1988. 

William  J.  Bennett, 

Secretary  of  Education. 
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